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Communications Council

EDI Technical Committee

Guidelines Usage Indicators

The Guidelines created by the HIBCC EDI Technical Committee 

follow the ANSI Accredited Standards Committee (ASC) X12 Draft Standards for segment and element usage indicators.  HIBCC guidelines are a subset of ANSI ASC X12, and do not deviate from any usage, minimum/maximum, or element code values.

The usage terms and identifiers in the HIBCC guidelines are:

·  Mandatory ("M" or "Mandatory" Indicator) 

(   Used (Blank or Present Indicator)

·  Optional (Blank or "Optional" Indicator)

(   Not Used  ("Not Used" or Absent Indicator)

· Recommended  ("Rec" Indicator)

· Not Recommended ("Not Rec" Indicator)

· Conditional ("X" and Present Indicator)
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Mandatory

This indicates a Segment or Element that is required and always present in the transaction as dictated by ANSI ASC X12.

Used

This indicates a Segment or Element that is not Mandatory, but appears in the transaction.  

Optional

This indicates a Segment or Element that is not Mandatory and may be used in a transaction.  Usage is determined by either trading partner to satisfy a data entity business requirement.

Not Used

This indicates a Segment or Element that is not Mandatory, and does not appear in the transaction. 

Recommended

This indicates a Segment or Element that appears in a transaction.  Data appearing in these fields is not Mandatory, but expected and preferred  in order to accurately represent the transactional usage.

Not Recommended

This indicates a Segment or Element that is not Mandatory, and its use is discouraged by HIBCC.  

Conditional

This indicates an Element that is required because it contains data relating to a value cited in a prior element. 
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All Segments appear on the Transaction Set pages with one of the above usage indicators.  

Example:

M
010
ST
Transaction Set Header
M
1

M
020
BEG
Beginning Segment for Purchase Order
M
1

Not Used
040
CUR
Currency
O
1


050
REF
Reference Identification
O
>1

Not Rec
300
MSG
Message Text
O
1000

In this example:

-"ST" and "BEG" Segments are deemed "Mandatory" by ANSI  

  ASC X12

-"CUR" Segment is "Not Used" by HIBCC

-"REF" Segment is "Used" by HIBCC

-"MSG" Segment is "Not Recommended" by HIBCC
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Optional "Not Recommended" by HIBCC Segments appear as follows:

Example:

 
Segment:
MSG Message Text


Position:
300


Loop:
N9        Optional


Level:
Heading


Usage:
Optional (Not Recommended)


Max Use:
1000


Purpose:
To provide a free-form format that allows the transmission of text information


Syntax Notes:
1
If MSG03 is present, then MSG02 is required.


Semantic Notes:
1
MSG03 is the number of lines to advance before printing.


Comments:
1
MSG02 is not related to the specific characteristics of a printer, but identifies top of page, advance a line, etc.



2
If MSG02 is "AA - Advance the specified number of lines before print" then MSG03 is required.

Notes:

Not Recommended by HIBCC.

Data Element Summary


Ref.
Data



Des.
Element
Name
Attributes
M
MSG01
933
Free-Form Message Text
M

AN 1/264


Free-form message text




In this example:

-"MSG" Segment is "Optional" according to ANSI ASC X12, but    

  "Not Recommended" by HIBCC

If the Segment is used despite HIBCC's recommendation:

-"MSG01" is "Mandatory according to ANSI ASC X12
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Only the "Mandatory," "Optional," "Used," "Conditional," "Recommended," and "Not Recommended" Elements appear on the Segment pages.  A "Not Used" Element does not appear.

Example:


Segment:
REF Reference Identification


Position:
050


Loop:

Level:
Heading


Usage:
Optional


Max Use:
>1


Purpose:
To specify identifying information


Syntax Notes:
1
At least one of REF02 or REF03 is required.



2
If either C04003 or C04004 is present, then the other is required.



3
If either C04005 or C04006 is present, then the other is required.


Semantic Notes:
1
REF04 contains data relating to the value cited in REF02.


Comments:
Data Element Summary


Ref.
Data



Des.
Element
Name
Attributes
M
REF01
128
Reference Identification Qualifier
M

ID 2/3


Code qualifying the Reference Identification

 
BC

Buyer's Contract Number

 
VC

Vendor Contract Number


REF02
127
Reference Identification
X

AN 1/30


Reference information as defined for a particular Transaction Set or as specified by the Reference Identification Qualifier

In this example:

-"REF" Segment is "Optional" according to ANSI ASC X12, and    

   HIBCC

-"REF01" is "Mandatory" according to ANSI ASC X12

-"REF02" is "Conditional" and required because it contains data

   relating to the code value identified in "REF01"

-"REF03-REF04" are "Not Used" and do not appear
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